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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments/remarl<s filed 31 July 2009 have been fully considered. 
Arguments against the previous 112 rejections are moot because those rejections are 
withdrawn in view of Applicant's amendments. Arguments against the art rejections are 
unpersuasive and the rejections are maintained. 

Applicant argues that the combination does not teach "a plurality of different 
manners of image combinations based upon user preference information in" the claimed 
system. Remarl<s at 12. Applicant particularly argues that the limitation is not met by 
Shahine's display of data objects in order of importance. Remarks at 13. 

This is unpersuasive. Shahine displays data objects in the order of their 
importance. Col. 3, lis. 2-9. Data objects include images. Col. 13, lis. 20-29. The order 
of importance is determined based on a user's preference stored in a system. Col. 8, lis. 
27-35. The display screen is a combination of objects including image objects. Fig. 7. 
Therefore image objects are combined into a display screen in a manner specified by 
the importance of each object. See fig. 7. Since different users will have different 
preferences, objects will have different places on the screen for different users. Thus 
there are plural manners of combining objects on the display screen, and Shahine 
teaches that for which it was cited. 

Applicant further argues that the combination would not have been obvious 
because Cheok and Shahine do not combine objects in the same way. Remarks at 13. 
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Applicant argues tliat Clieok's context-dependent arrangement of objects depends on 
the user selecting an option such as "Search, View, or Reserve." Remarks at 14, citing 
Cheok at col. 3, lis. 45-47. 

The examiner contends that Cheok's ability to display different data objects 
based on context makes the combination easier, since one of ordinary skill could simply 
add a new context comprising Shahine's arrangement of information. The system's 
contextual versatility facilitates modification, rather than preventing it. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-31. 33. and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103fa) as being 
unpatentable over Cheol< fUS 6934906) in view of Shahine fUS 7082576). 

Claim 1 : Cheok discloses a method of producing a video signal from a system for 
outputting video programming to at least one viewer, said method compnsing: 

receiving a first video signal at said system (401 [Fig 4]); 

processing said first video signal to produce a first image stored in memory of 
said system (402 [Fig 4], information may be an image [col. 3, 1. 56]), said first image 
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not intended to be displayed independently (object is combined into a scene 405 [Fig 
4]); 

receiving a second video signal at said set top box (403 [Fig 4]); 

processing said second video signal to produce a second image stored in said 
memory of said system, said second image not intended to be displayed independently 
(404 [Fig 4]); 

receiving a presentation description in said system (Fig. 2: scene description info 
225 and integration instructions 222), said presentation description comprising a set of 
instructions that define a manner in which a portion of said first image and a portion of 
said second image are combined (scene description information 225 and integration 
instructions 222 [col. 4, 1. 56 - col. 5, 1. 38] for creating scene 250 or 556. The images 
may be overlaid on each other as in scene 556, thus only portions of the images are 
displayed), the manner in which the images are combined being selected from a 
plurality of different manners of image combinations (the manner of combination is 
context dependent [col. 3, 1. 44-46], thus a plurality of manners are defined based on 
context), and the presentation description instructions also defining a sequence of 
operations performed over time (e.g. moving objects [col. 3, 1. 61-67]); 

combining said portion of said first image with said portion of second image in 
accordance with said selected manner in which the images are combined of said 
presentation description to produce a combined image (e.g. scenes 250 or 556); and 

outputting said combined image as said video signal as part of said video 
programming to said at least one viewer (scene 250 on display device [Fig 2]). 
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Cheok does not further explicitly teach that the selected manner is chosen based 
on user preference information in the system. 

Shahine teaches a device for composing a displayed scene using a presentation 
description to arrange data objects (Abstract), wherein the arranged objects include 
images (col. 13, 1. 20-29), In a plurality of manners based on a priority associated with 
the object (Abstract), wherein the priority is determined based on user preference 
information stored in the device (col. 8, 1. 21-35). 

It would have been obvious to modify Cheok's presentation descriptions for 
arranging image objects with Shahine's teaching of a dynamic arrangement of objects 
based on preference information, thus providing for a plurality of manners of combining 
images into an integrated scene based on user preference information, for the purpose 
of displaying the most important objects to the user (Shahine col. 2, 1. 40-65). 

Claim 2: Cheok further discloses applying a mask that defines said portion of 
said first image (overlaying applications on images [col. 8, 1. 35-43], also scene 556 [Fig 
5]). 

Claims 3 and 4 are rejected over Cheok's logical/mathematical combination of 
the decoded AV media objects 541 into a composite scene 556 [Fig 5]. 

Claim 5: Cheok further discloses scaling said portion of said first image (media 
objects' size can be adjusted [col. 3, 1. 5-10]). 

Claim 6 is rejected in view of the claim 5 rejection construing "scaling" as a type 
of "warping". 
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Claim 7: Clieol< furtlier discloses fetching accessing said presentation description 
across a network [col. 5, 1. 38-50]. 

Claim 8: Cheok further teaches receiving a network address at which said 
presentation description can be accessed (downloading from a network [col. 3, 1. 3-6] 
implies receiving an address); and fetching said presentation description from said 
network address [col. 3, 1. 3-6]. 

Claim 9: Cheok further discloses selecting said presentation description from a 
plurality of presentation descriptions contained in said first video signal (different 
information is shown depending on context [col. 3, 1. 43-67]). 

Claim 10: further discloses modifying said presentation description in response to 
input from said at least one viewer [col. 3, 1. 43-67]. 

Claim 1 1 : Cheok further teaches: 

processing said first video signal to produce first audio data stored in said 
memory of said system (media objects may be audio objects [col. 10, 1. 27-30]); 

processing said second video signal to produce second audio data stored in said 
memory of said set top box [col. 10, 1. 27-30]; 

accessing said presentation description that describes the manner in which said 
first audio data and said second audio data are combined (scene description 
information 225 and integration instructions 222 [col. 4, 1. 56 - col. 5, 1. 38]); and 

combining said first audio data and said second audio data in accordance with 
said presentation description (combining to form composite audiovisual scene 550 [Fig 
5]). 
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Claim 12. Check in view of Shahine further teaches a method as discussed 
above, Cheok's media objects further comprising videos or animation (col. 4, 1. 50, 51 ) 
and thus comprising sequences of images as claimed. 

Claim 13: Cheok further discloses applying a mask specified in said presentation 
description that defines said portion of said first sequence of images (overlaying 
applications on images [col. 8, 1. 35-43], also scene 556 [Fig 5]). 

Claim 14: Cheok further discloses executing program code that modifies said 
mask to select a different portion of at least one image of said first sequence of images 
(modifying the scene [col. 3, 1. 44-67]). 

Claims 15-19 are rejected as indicated in the rejections of claims 3-6 and 10, 
respectively. 

Claim 20. Cheok in view of Shahine further teaches a method as discussed 
above, and further teaches a transmitter for transmitting the first and second digital 
video signals with the image combination code and the presentation description (the 
receiver method of Cheok's Fig. 4 implies a transmitter; see also Cheok's scene 
description information 225 and integration instructions 222 [col. 4, 1. 56 - col. 5, 1. 38]). 

Claim 21 : Cheok further discloses transmitting a network address that said set 
top box employs to access said presentation description [col. 3, 1. 3-6]. 

Claim 22: Cheok further discloses transmitting said presentation description to 
said set top box as a part of said first digital video signal (540 and 541 are both received 
from network [Fig 5]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/609,000 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2427 

Claim 23: Cheok further discloses selecting said presentation description from a 
plurality of presentation descriptions wherein said presentation description conforms to 
the requirements of said set top box [col. 3, 1. 43-67]. 

Claim 24: Cheok further discloses altering a general presentation description to 
conform to the requirements of said set top box (adapting and preprocessing decoder 
and integration instructions for executing by a processor [col. 5, 1. 1-10]). 

Claim 25: Cheok further discloses tailoring a general presentation description to 
correspond to a viewer preference [col. 3, 1. 44-67]. 

Claim 26: Cheok further discloses transmitting a plurality of presentation 
descriptions to said set top box from which said set top box selects one presentation 
description that conforms to the requirements of said set top box (selection based on 
context [col. 3, 1. 44-67]). 

Claim 27. Cheok in view of Shahine further teaches a receiver system for 
implementing the above methods, the system comprising a processor (210 [Fig 2]); a 
memory, said memory coupled to said processor (220 [Fig 2]); a tuner/decoder (network 
interface 250 [Fig 2]); a video controller (composition renderer - Fig 5) a program code 
(instructions 221 and 222 [Fig 2] for composing the scene [col. 9, 1. 7-9]); and a video 
output unit (display device 230 [Fig 2]). 

Claim 28: Cheok further discloses a network interface that accesses a remote 
server to obtain said presentation description (250 [Fig 2], for downloading scene 
description [col. 3, 1. 3-6]). 
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Claim 29: Check further discloses wherein said decoder further produces first 
audio data in said memory from said first video information and produces second audio 
data in said memory from said second video information (first and second media objects 
may be audio objects [col. 10, 1. 27-30]). 

Claim 30: Check further discloses wherein said presentation description further 
specifies the manner in which said first audio data is combined with said second audio 
data (scene description information 225 and integration instructions 222 specify how 
media objects are combined [col. 4, 1. 56 - col. 5, 1. 38]). 

Claim 31 : Cheok further discloses a user interface that receives an input from 
said at least one viewer that modifies said presentation description [col. 3, 1. 44-67]. 

Claim 33: Cheok further discloses a software routine that controls said decoder 
to perform at least part of the combination of said portion of said first video image and 
said portion of said second video image in a manner specified by said presentation 
description (decoder/integration instructions 221 and 222 [Fig 2]). 

Claim 34: Cheok further discloses a software routine that selects said 
presentation from a plurality of presentation descriptions contained in said first video 
signal [col. 3, 1. 44-67]. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bennett Ingvoldstad whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3431 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Bennett Ingvoldstad/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2427 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



